SECTION IX.
CHEMICAL INDUSTBIES.

34.    The six years which have elapsed since
the publication of " Industrial Punjab " have
not brought to notice workable supplies in the
Punjab of any basis for sulphuric acid.   Never-
theless there are in all now four small factories
which produce sulphuric acid.   The two Lahore
factories are mentioned by Mr. Latifi.   Their  .
processes are of the crudest order, and they have
failed to engage any expert help ; their supply
is insignificant for commercial purposes. Messrs.
[Shambhu Nath and Sons of Amritsar raise sul-
phuric acid to higher strength, and utilise it in
the manufacture of other acids and chemicals.
The proprietor of the factory is a man of great
enterprise and ingenuity, and the Department
is doing what it can to help him.   The Punjab
Chemical Works at Shahdara opened only a few
months ago, and will supply various acids and
chemicals besides chemical manures*

35.    During the spring of 1915 measures, were   Saltpetre,
taken by the Director of Industries   in conjunc-
tion with the Commissioner, Northern India Salt
Bevenue, to increase the output of potassium
nitrate*   Along with the reduction of license

fees and the opening of closed areas, the co-
operation of district authorities was obtained in
inducing villagers to sell the saline earth on easier
terms; cheap wood and cheap water were obtain-